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Six Tips to
Begin Your Own
Family History
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Tips to Begin Your Own Family History
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1. Record What You 2. Get Organized
Already Know

4. Begin Your
3. Read Genealogy Research at Home

Articles / View and Document What
Wikis/Videos You Find

6. Look for Original
5. Look for Compiled Records (at home,
Information census records, and
vital records)
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~ #1. Record What You Already Know

Basics of Recording Data 1 GENERATION PEDIGREE CHART
1. Use Pedigree Charts: i ol —
2. Begin with yourself and work back one | o [& T
generation at a time. : = = -
3. You are number 1. - =
4. Your father is number 2. ‘”% = e
» The father’s name is on the upper line. |2 . =
- Men always have even numbers, wives . o
have odd numbers which are one more| = _ -
than their husband’s number. = i
Customary to have marriage i L
information in male record ) = L
5. Your mother is number 3. ) = =—
* Use the woman’s maiden name. o
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An Ancestral (3-generation) Chart

ancestry.com
Ancestral Chart I “ Chart No.
COMT, OM CHART
Mo 1 en this chartis
the came person as Mo, BORM
On Chart Mo, PLACE
P RRIEL:
PLACE CONT. DN CHART s
BIED
BORM PLACE
PLACE
MARRIED
PLACE
BHED COMT, OM CHART
PLACE
BORN
PLACE
BIED
PLACE CONT. DN CHART
BORN
PLACE
WSRRIED
PLACE CONT. DN CHART
DIED
PLACE
BORN
PLACE
M RRIEL:
MaME OF SPOLSE PLACE COMT DM CHART
BIED
PLACE
BORN
PLACE
BIED
FLACE COMT. DM CHART
BORN
PLACE
BIED
PLACE CONT. DN CHART
Forrn # F120 bt gt ancesirpcom Ssavedchartssncchar im 1 20 The Gzreradons Hetwork, e
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- Recording Information in Pedigree Charts

* Use full names, including middle names where
possible; initials and suffixes okay. Surnames always
in capital letters, maiden names for married women.

— William James ELLIS
* Write dates military style; always 4 digit years
— 10 Aug 1878

 Write names of places from smallest to largest:
Wikipedia can often help with identifying current
county-level place information.

— Cleburne, Johnson, Texas, USA.
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Using Family Group Sheets

' Afamily group sheet includes
parents, children, and the
spouse of each of those children.

* Prepare a family group sheet for
each couple, formally married or
not.

* |nclude all children alive or
deceased.

* |nclude adopted children,
but indicate adopted.

« Show where you found the
information.

« Use a separate family group
sheet for each parent couple and
their biological and adopted
children.
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Hugbgnﬁ‘s Full Hame Family Group ID#
Varinfions
Photo Dats | Day Moo Year |Code |City/ Twrishp County | Province Sgape | Country | Haalh / Misc 1 infs
Boim
Married
Dhad
Buried
'_ Occupation Dihvar b
I.I.Il Chureh Diate Chrn / Bapt Located
m Milaary Linit Yoars Borved
I Father's Full Nama Mother's Full Maiden Nama
)| Wite's Full Malden Name Family Group D4
Spalling Yaratans
Bl enn Daia | Day Moon Yeor | Gode [Git//Twnshp  GounwiProvics  State: Counsy | Heakth / Mise/ Info
=2 B
o Ded
I Buried
0 Occupabon Oher Marrisges
Chursh Date Chin / Bagt Located
ﬁ Military Lini Years Served
— Fatar's Full Name Mattsar's Full Maiden Hame
E Children (in Birth Crcar} Sox | Dnia Day Month Year | Code | City! Twnghp _Countyl Prow State/Country P hocptiy
Wi Bomn
Marrinosd
Spouse Diggd
Buried
Spouse Oiprupation
Chirch Locatod
Spouse Miitary Linik Years Served
Misc 1 Inflo MNe. of Chidren
2 | Bam
Married
Spouse Digel
Buried
Spouse Cocupalion
Church Located
Spouse Miliary Uni Years Served
Misc / info Mo. of Chisdven
3 | Born
Mamisd
Bpousa Died
Bunaed
Speuse Ceeupaton
Church Located
Spauie Vliary Unit Yaars Sorved
Mz ! Inko Ho. of Childrin
[ Bam
Married
‘Spouse Died
Buried
Spouse Cctupation
Chureh Locabed
Spea Miitary ars. Served
Misc / lnlo MNa. ol Children
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A Family Group Sheet

Family Group Record

< ancestry.com

Prepared By Relafiorship 1o Prapamr
Arddress Date Ancestra Thar B FarrilyUnit
Husband Crecunationis) Relizicn
Dlarl=— iz, Wlonih, Vear Oty ourty Sate or Courne
Bom
hristensd ‘Hame ol Trarh
hlamiad Hame ol Thuch
Died Cage o Dexib
Buried CernyPlace Dizte Wll Whtlan Proved
Fariber Crber Wil
iather
Wife maiden name Srecupationts) Religion
bBorm
hristensd ‘Hame o Trarch
Di=d Cae o Deah
Buried Cerny Place Dzt WSI W Heny! Proned
Faiber her Husbands
hidher
v | Gex <hildren Birlh Birhplka Dtz o dirs marmiamePlacs Dz od DeathACause ‘Compier
MF Gven Hames Dy Wlomh Wear Li 1 Sy L (1 Hame o Spouse Ly 1 Sy Haker Doy LD K
1
2
2
Pl
5
1 4
1 7
4
q
10
1
12
WOTE- Direct Ancasior Forrn ¥ I8 hlm oo anoesirpcom S aveichar s damilshestbim ) 2007 The Generions Hetwors, Ine
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| AIWays Work Backward from Known to Unknown

Work backwards from the present to the past, one
generation at a time.

— This will help you from making mistakes.

« Dates and places of events are just as important as
names.

« For every generation back, the number of ancestors
doubles.

 Know the history of where your ancestors lived. The
more general history you know of the time and place your
ancestors lived the easier your research will be.
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~ What You Need to Find More Information

« Who

— A full name, use a woman’s maiden name if known.
What

— The event: birth, death, marriage, etc.

Where

— A very important thing you need to know is the place
where a person was born, married, lived or died, etc.

When

— An (at least) approximate date for a vital event (birth,
death, marriage, etc.)
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#2. Get Organized EL’

e Thﬂe best approach is to organize yourself according
your won personal preferences for taking notes, filir
records, and scheduling research activities.

« Cite every source.
— Keep a written record of all the sources you
have searched.

— Try to photocopy the information and the title page of
books.

— Indicate where the source is located and its call number.

— Interviews with relatives count as sources. Indicate
person, date, and time.

— Include both positive and negative results.

— Keep the information in files or notebooks in an organized
manner.

L
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Get Organized with Paper Forms

e Se’fUp an organizational plan. You will always be looking for
things!

e Papers and objects—binders, file drawers, storage
containers. One location for all records?

e Using a computer? Always backup!

e Use what works for you. Adjust and refine as your needs
grow.

e Use pedigree (or ancestry) charts, family group sheets,
research logs, etc., to use as worksheets.

e Genealogical forms are available for you to copy at:
e Ancestry.com
http://www.ancestry.com/trees/charts/ancchart.aspx
e FamilySearch.org:
http://www.byub.org/ancestors/charts/pdf/pedigree.pdf
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http://www.ancestry.com/trees/charts/ancchart.aspx
http://www.byub.org/ancestors/charts/pdf/pedigree.pdf

=4 : - Get Organized with Genealogy Software

e By using a genealogy software program you can:
— Enter individual information
— Link individuals together
— Produce family narratives in many styles
— Allow for as many notes as necessary
— Share information with others
— Download (copy) files from other people

— Add photographs, video clips or pictures of family
memorabilia

— Produce artistically pleasing and personally-designed
forms

— Search databases automatically

09/08/2016
©2016 Karen Ristic




\ ~_Using Genealogy Software Programs

. Fbir Windows: PAF, Legacy Family Tree, Family Tree Maker,
RootsMagic

* For the Mac: Reunion, MacFamilyTree

» Wikipedia has a nice comparison of genealogy programs:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparison _of genealogy software
» Software Considerations:

— All current choices are well developed and accommodate
genealogy data needs well

— Do you want the data available to you on a local computer or via
the Internet?

— How useful to you are the extra features of the software?

— Does the application’s user friendliness match your style and
skills?
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparison_of_genealogy_software

#3 Read/View Genealogy Articles

The Research Wiki is a
free collection of family
history articles provided
by family history
enthusiasts from
around the world.
Research Wiki articles
are valuable resources
for anyone who wants
to learn more about
their family history.

https://familysearch.or

g/wiki/en/Main Page
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(FamilySearch.org)

Family History Research Wiki

Get genealogical research advice, or learn where to find record collections in our 84,411 articles

Search by place or topic
{or click on the map)

Search Tips:
* Start with broad localities,
then click threugh te smaller cnes
Example: England
* Use keywords, not phrases
Example: Hispanic Resources

\

&

1|
I

New to the Wiki?

How to Use the VWiki

New to Genealogy Want to Help?

The Research Process Get Involved

15



https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page

Read/View Genealogy Articles

(Ancestry.com>Learning Center
TREES SEARCH DNA HELP EXTRAS

- - Last Viewed Match (Maura Hamilton)
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/Getting- j t j q
started-on-Ancestry-Lesson-1-Starting-Your-Tree- HOLIE BblES B SUTITIRg I
1460088573376 B Buy Another Test i

Y-DNA and mtDMNA Tests

ff ACCOUNTS&BILLING MEMBERTREES DNA  SEARCH &RECORDS  FAMILY TREE MAKER  MOBILE

(D Jul21, 2014

By now you have started your tree on Ancestry and filled in all of the information that you can on
your own. The nekt step is finding records that could support the information you already have in
your tree, or could lead to more ancestors. Being able to search Ancestry effectively will give you the
edge in your research. To access the other lessons in this series, please select one of the links below.

» Gefting started on Ancestry, Lesson 1: Starting Your Tree

» Gefting started on Ancestry, Lesson 2: Building Your Tree

» Getting started on Ancestry, Lesson 4: Using the Show more options feature when searching
o Getting Started on Ancestry, Lesson 5: Collaboration

This article discusses the following:

» How touse hints
s Doing basic searches
s« Viewing and saving records

09/08/2016
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https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/Getting-started-on-Ancestry-Lesson-1-Starting-Your-Tree-1460088573376

N  #4. To Get Started: Use Home Sources

* These may be in your home or the home of a relative:
— Birth, marriage, and death certificates
— Deeds, wills, and titles
— Bibles
— Diaries, journals, and birthday calendars
— Family trees
— Funeral cards
— Certificates (from schools or jobs)
— Military service records
— Newspaper clippings
— Pictures
* Make copies whenever possible and include the source.

09/08/2016 1
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#5 Look for Compiled Information and Be Sure
| to Document Everything!

« Learn what information on the family has already
appeared on the Internet, books, and periodicals.
— Published information on your family could appear in four

types of resources:

» Biographies, Genealogies, Local histories, and Published original
records.

* These resources are published as periodicals, books,
and computer databases. Be sure to document where
you found the information: *Who: author/record holder,
* What: title or type of record, *When: published/
created, *Where: location/repository, *How: book/
microfilm/digital image.
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Evaluate Compiled Information

. Evéluate Written and Oral Evidence

— Remember the old adage: Just because it's in print (or
on the Internet) doesn't make it true.

 Look to see if the book is documented; that is, did the
author cite a source for each fact?

— Spot check some of the author's sources.

 Are you able to find a document based on the
footnotes or endnotes?

— Another adage: There is no truth without
proof.

09/08/2016
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Places to Find Published Genealogies

Find items in libraries near you
2 bilion items available here through a library

 WorldCat:

http://www.worldcat.org/

« FamilySearch.org

www.familysearch.org and click on the Search tab and then click on Genealogies

 Library of Congress:
www.loc.gov/index.html and in the Search box type genealogies

* Ancestry.com
http://home.ancestry.com/ and search the Card Catalog

« And don’t forget to try Google:

www.googdle.com

WorldCat connects you to the collections and services of more than 10,000 lbraries worldwide Leamn more

09/08/2016
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http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.loc.gov/index.html
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http://www.google.com/

#6. Look for Original Records

« Many times you will use records that were created for
purposes other than genealogy.

 Most records were originally recorded on paper. Many
have since been microfilmed, indexed, compiled in books
and/or on the Internet.

« Good indexes will always point you to the original source
document.

« Other sources include birth, marriage and death certificates,
local newspapers, church records, census information, court
house records, libraries, historical societies, and local LDS
libraries.

09/08/2016
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~Original Records: Primary Sources

« A primary record or source is one created by an
eyewitness of an event.

— Whether the writer records the event as it occurs or
describes it at a later time does not change the fact that a
record created by an eyewitness at any time is a
primary source. Vital records (birth, marriage & death
certificates) are usually primary sources.

— However, the period of time between the event and the
recording of the event could dramatically affect the
source's accuracy.
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Original Records: Secondary Sources

* A secondary source is based upon evidence gathered
after an event occurred by a person who was not an
eyewitness.

- Newspaper clippings, compiled family histories,
etc.

« Sources may be both primary and secondary.

—A death certificate is a primary source for the death but
may be a secondary source for a birth.

09/08/2016
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| 'Vital Record Information on the Internet

* You can find some vital record information on databases
such as Ancestry.com or at individual websites such as
those from the LDS Family History Library, state and
National Archives, and universities.

« But often you will have to write to the county or state where
the records are held and pay money to get copies.

 Use websites such as Where To Write for Vital Records,
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/w2w.htm

09/08/2016
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http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/w2w.htm

Local Resources

The Family History Center in Las Veqgas
* Located Downtown Las Vegas:

— 509 South 9t Street
— Las Vegas, NV 89101
— 702-382-9695

 Hours:
— Monday, Friday, Saturday: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
— Tuesday, Thursday: 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Clark County Nevada Genealogical Society (CCNGS)

-- Meets the 3" Saturday in Henderson at the library

== WWW.CCNQgs.org

09/08/2016
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2
3

5

6

Summary

. Récord What You Already Know.

—Start with yourself and work backwards.

. Get Organized.

. Read a Genealogy How-To Book.
4. Begin Your Research at Home.

. Look for Compiled Information and be sure
to Document the Information.

. Look for Original Records: Good luck!

—Census Records
—Vital Records
—Home Records
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~NEXT MONTH~

S. C. Computer / Genealogy

Thursday, October 13, 2016,
Karen Ristic

Class SIG
10:00 a.m.

[ ] [ ]

[ J - . 3 . — -

° John Truax Fa... * Plan \ ¢ | People & Places Media . ,r; Sources < 23 Publish '/ Web Search (
E it View P i

e Edit View erson Tools Help (Sylvia A Truax H
E] * Tree Person
Important

Year/Age  Event Date / Place Description
| @ 1500 | World History Bet. 1500-1900
= | Colonialism World

ot |g 1500 | World History Bet. 1500-1900
: | Atlantic Slave Trade Africa. Europe. North America. South
|§’ 1750 | World History Bet. 1750-1850
= | The Industrial Revolution Great Britain
‘é 1818 | Birth 09 Jul 1816
= Schoharie County. NY
”? 1821 | Birth (Spouse) Abt. 1821
ST 4 | Anna Wells Hopewell. Ontario. NY
|§’ 1830 | World History Bet. 1830-1930
= 13 | MassImmiaration to the United St Europe. United States. Canada
|"? 1837 | Marriage 05 Jun 1837
FT 20 | Anna Wells Cohocton. Steuben. NY
”f 1838 | Birth (Son) 12 Apr 1838
S0 21 | Jerome Truax NY p,
"? 1840 | Birth {Dauahter) 09 Jan 1840
MM 93 Thankful Truax '
”? 1843 | Birth (Daughter) 17 May 1843
"0 28 | Clarissa "Clara" J. Truax Ontario County, NY .
24 1844 | Birth (Son) Abt. 1844 F | T
M\ Greig Truax NY aml ]!I'r rEE
& 1844 | Death (Dauahter) 10 Dec 1544 Age: 4
ﬁi\ Thankful Truax Maker’ 2[}14
”? 1845 | Birth (Daughter) 22 Jan 1845
0 28 | Nancv Maria Truax Canandaiqua. Ontario. NY
”f 1846 | Birth (Dauahter) Jul 1846
T 29 | Sylvia A Truax Ontario County, NY
”? 1848 | Birth (Son) 27 Jul 1848
0 32 | Ralph Chapin Truax Canandaigua. Ontaria. NY
”? 1850 | Birth (Son) 02 Mar 1850
M0 33 | Jonas Wells Truax Canandaigua. Ontaria, NY
”f 1852 | Birth (Dauahter) 24 Mav 1852
2% 35 | Mary Emigene "Jennie" Truax Canandaigua. Ontaria, NY

09/08/2016 |? 1853 | World Histary Bet. 1853-1856

= 38 | Crimean War Crimean Peninsula
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