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Frequently Asked Questions About 
Ancestry’s Autosomal DNA (atDNA)  
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For more information: 
http://c.mfcreative.com/email/newsletters/amu/2013/1113/AncestryDNA101.pdf 
http://help.ancestry.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/5442/kw/What%20should%20I%20know%20about%20AncestryDNA 

http://c.mfcreative.com/email/newsletters/amu/2013/1113/AncestryDNA101.pdf
http://c.mfcreative.com/email/newsletters/amu/2013/1113/AncestryDNA101.pdf
http://c.mfcreative.com/email/newsletters/amu/2013/1113/AncestryDNA101.pdf
http://help.ancestry.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/5442/kw/What should I know about AncestryDNA


Goal of atDNA 

• The goal of using atDNA is to connect with 

distant cousins and use what they know about 

their family tree to break through the brick wall(s) 

of ours. 

• Ancestry takes our DNA results and compares 

them to others (right now, about a million 

people). A match is someone who has an  

identical segment of DNA compared to you. 

• Once a novelty, genetic genealogy is now a full-

blown industry and legitimate genealogy 

research tool. 
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1. What is DNA and Why Should I Care? 
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DNA is the molecule that contains each cell’s genetic code, organized into 23 pairs of 
chromosomes. Genetic genealogy tests analyze your Y-DNA, mtDNA, or autosomal DNA. 
DNA is found in every human cell with the exception of red blood cells. Test results can 
be used to provide evidence that wo individuals are closely related or not closely 
related. 
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2. What is Ancestry Autosomal DNA? 

• We all have DNA. It’s the genetic code that tells your body how to 

build you. You inherit half of your DNA from each parent: 50% from 

Mom and 50% from Dad, though exactly which DNA gets passed 

down is random. Because they inherited their DNA in the same way 

from their parents, your DNA is made up of pieces of DNA passed 

down from your ancestors going back generations.  
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3. How is it Different from Y-DNA and MtDNA? 
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700,000  locations 

Autosomal DNA 



 Another Look at the Difference  
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Still Another Look at the Different Tests 
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4. How Do I Inherit Autosomal DNA (atDNA)? 
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Autosomal DNA Inheritance 
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The Three Autosomal Testing Companies  
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 5. What Will My Test Results Tell Me? 
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 “Matches” 

© 2015 Karen Ristic 
           01/08/15  

14 

1 

2 

3 
4 

5 

6 

7 

8 



View Match 
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Potential Matches 
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6. How Can Ancestry DNA Estimate  

My Ethnicity? 
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What About My Ethnicity? 
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6. How Do I Get  An Ancestry DNA test? 

• How do I get an AncestryDNA test?  

• To order a test, go to www.ancestrydna.com and click the Get 

Ancestry DNA button. Then follow the simple steps to order your 

AncestryDNA test.  

• How do I take the test?  

• All you need for an AncestryDNA test is a small saliva sample. Your 

test kit will arrive in the mail with everything you need, including a 

prepaid mailer to return your sample to our lab. The test has three 

easy steps:  

• 1. Activate your test online  

• 2. Collect your DNA sample.  

• 3. Mail in your sample.  
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