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Å In the past, if local newspapers were microfilmed, 

they could be viewed on microfilm readers. 

 

Å More recently, newspapers are increasingly being 

digitized and placed on the Internet, some with free 

subscriptions and others with paid subscriptions. 

Å Only a small fraction of newspapers are visible 

online, but more are coming. 

Å Genealogists commonly look in  newspapers for 

notices related to births, deaths, and marriages. 

However, newspapers provide details and clues to 

historical happenings: local and family news, 

religious notes, advertisements, probate, court, real 

estate, biographies, photographs, and a lot more. 

 
FamilySearch.org 



2. What Can I Find in Online Newspapers? 

Å Small-town newspapers are extremely useful for genealogists since 

they regularly reported the goings-on of the community. This could 

include items such as: 

ïGeneral news of the community 

ïBirth, marriage, and death notices 

ïHome-town activities 

ïPersonal ads 

ïNews of the court 

ïChurch and school events 

ïFamily news 

ïSocial news and gossip 

ïPhotographs 

ïMilitary service 

ïOrganization affiliation 

ïSports activities 
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St. Petersburg Times, 
Apr 13, 1959 
news.google.com 

news.google.com
news.google.com


3. Online Newspaper Collections 

a. Finding Aids 

1. The Directory of State Archives: 

www.statearchivists.org/states.htm; lists home page of each stateôs 

archives. 

2. The US Newspaper Program: 

http://www.neh.gov/projects/usnp.html; lists sources of each stateôs 

newspaper holdings. 

3. US GenWeb Project: www.USGenWeb.org; go to your county 

website and look for ñNewspapers.ò 

4. Reference librarian at each of the state libraries: 

www.PublicLibraries.com/state_library.htm 

5. Newspaper Maps:  http://www.newspapermap.com/; using this map, 

you can pinpoint the places with newspapers. 

6. ** Library of Congress, Chronicling America:  

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov; Click on digital collections and then 

search the state of your choice. 8 million pages available, 1836-1922, 

Free. 
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a. Finding Aids (cont.) 

8. World Catalog:  www.WorldCat.org; narrow search by using 

ñAdvanced Searchò and ñNewspapers.ò 

9. ** Elephind: http://www.elephind.com/ ; search 2,633,188 

Newspapers ð 2,677 newspaper titles, free; click Advanced Search 

to see countries and titles. 

10. Linkpendium:  http://www.linkpendium.com; divided by states and 

surnames; few newspaper articles, but interesting site. 

11. Newspaper Abstracts:  http://newspaperabstracts.com; has a few 

other countries besides the USA.  
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http://www.worldcat.org/
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b. Some Online Newspaper Collections 

1. Free Newspaper Archives in the US:  
http://www.freenewspaperarchives.us; makes it easy to access free newspaper 

archives. 

2. Historical Newspapers and Indexes on the Internet:  
http://www.researchguides.net/newspapers.htm; free, lists state newspapers.  

3. Historical Newspapers on the Internet:  
http://www.LegacyURL.com/bgsuhistnews; a guide to U.S. newspapers which are 

freely available.  

4. Historical Newspapers Online:  http://www.LegacyURL.com/upennnews; 

contains free cultural heritage collections  

5. List of Online Newspaper Archives:  
http://www.LegacyURL.com/wikipedianewsonline; free wikipedia sources.  

6. Newspaper Archives/Indexes/Morgues:  
http://www.LegacyURL.com/locnewsarchives; free newspaper sources on the web.   

7. Online Historical Newspapers Website:  
https://sites.google.com/site/onlinenewspapersite; an aid to finding online 

newspapers on the web.  
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c. Top Newspaper Websites 

Once you have some idea which papers you are looking for, check the 
major websites to see if the newspapers are digitized and online. They 
are still a good resource for determining which newspapers are digitized. 

 
1. ** GenealogyBank: www.genealogybank.com; 1 Billion Records Online; Membership: 

Annual $5.83/month (billed annually). Monthly $19.95/month. 

2. Ancestry: www.ancestry.com; 1,420 collections in over 50 million pages; U.S. subscription 
$189.00 for 1 year. Search>Card Catalog>Newspapers. 

3. WorldVitalRecords: www.worldvitalrecords.com ; 2 billion + names, $199.99 for 1 year.  

4. NewspaperArchive: www.newspaperarchive.com; 145 Million+ Pages, 400 Years of Papers 
(1607 to today), all 50 U.S.States & 19 Countries; $29.95 for 6 months. 

5. Google News Archive: http://news.google.com/newspapers.  Free. Search for articles older 
than 30 days 

1. To Search for newspaper articles for a certain place: 

2. Go to www.google.com and type in your search term [your name of state/county] 
newspapers or digitized newspapers and click Enter. 

3. To search for articles in a specified date range: 

4. Go to Search tools below the search box. 

5. From the menu that appears, click the Any time drop-down list and select the Custom 
range option in the box that appears, type your specified dates,  i.e. 1880-1881. 

6. The search results you see will be within the dates you entered. 

6. Newspapers.com:  newspapers.com; Historical newspapers from the 1700sï2000s. Over 
3,300 newspapers across the United States. 79+ Million pages. $39.95 for one year 
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Some Tips for Searching Online Newspapers 

Å Try Exact spellings. Because of the OCR technology used to index 

newspapers can help narrow your search. If there is no ñexactò field, try 

putting quotes around the whole name to research for the words right 

next to each other. 

Å Also if your surname has more that one syllable, the newspaper 

might have separated it by syllables onto the next line. For 

example ñFreestoneò might be ñFreeò or ñstone.ò 

Å Try limiting your search to both a hometown and nearby locality.  

Å Use dates and places to limit your search  

Å Because it may have taken a long time for an event to get into a 

newspaper, extend your time frame. 

Å To search for stories about your ancestorôs hometown, enter the town 

name in the keyword field if available. 

Å Be sure to get the name, date, and issue of the newspaper! 
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5. Three Newspaper Websites in Detail 

a. Genealogy Bank  (www.genealogybank.com) 
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Å Contents: 

ïHistorical Newspapers. GenealogyBank's 6,100+ historical 

newspapers from all 50 states, dates from 1690, and includes 

letters, speeches, opinion pieces, advertisements, hometown news, 

photographs, illustrations and more.  

ïAmericaôs Obituaries. 1977-present total more than 130 million. 

ïHistorical Books. 1801-1900 includes family genealogies, local 

histories, biographies, and more. 

ïHistorical Documents. 17989-1980 includes military records, 

casualty lists, Revolutionary and Civil War pension requests and 

more. 

ïOne-year membership is $69.95. 

 

http://www.genealogybank.com/


a. Genealogy Bank  (www.genealogybank.com) 
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     a. Genealogy Bank Results 
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b. Library of Congress, Chronicling America 

(http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/titles)  
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The Houston daily post. (Houston, Tex.), 28 
Aug. 1897. Chronicling America: Historic 
American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
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c. Elephind.com (http://www.elephind.com) 
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                    c. Elephind Results 
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