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Title: I want you for U.S. Army : nearest recruiting 
station 
Creator:Flagg, James Montgomery, 1877-1960, 
artist
Date Summary:War poster with the famous phrase 
"I want you for U. S. Army" shows Uncle Sam 
pointing his finger at the viewer in order to recruit 
soldiers for the American Army during World War I. 
The printed phrase "Nearest recruiting station" has 
a blank space below to add the address for 
enlisting.

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/related/?fi=name&q=Flagg, James Montgomery, 1877-1960
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Fold3https://www.fold3.com/

11. Fold3 WWI Records

12. Searching Fold3

13. Fold3 Results

14. Fold3 US WWI Troop Transport Service Passenger List, May 27, 
1918

15. Fold3 WWI Troop Transport Service Passenger List, July 13, 1919

16. Fold3 WWI Military Cablegrams

17. Fold3 Veterans Administration Pension Payment Cards

Ancestry.com http://www.ancestry.com/cs/worldwar1records

18. Searching  Ancestry.com for WWI Military Records

19. Ancestry.com WWI Image collection

20. Ancestry.com U.S Headstone Applications for Military Veterans, 
1925-1963

Cyndis Listhttp://www.cyndislist.com/ww1/

21. Requesting Military Records - The Form

22. Requesting Military Records - Instructions

Sources Used

Class 2: December 14, 2017:  Using Other Sites from the Internet

Locating the Records of your World War I Military Ancestors

Also: Bring an heirloom from your military ancestor to share with the 
group
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Locating the Records of your World War I Military Ancestors 
Class 1: Using the Big Web Sites from the Internet

Introduction
1. A Brief History of U.S. Participation in WWI
2. WWI Army Unit Structures
3. World War I Records
4. Determine if He/She Served in WWI
5. Military Records Tips for Beginners (1)
6. Military Records Tips for Beginners (2)
FamilySearch.org
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/World_War_I_United_St
ates_Military_Records,_1917_to_1918
7. FamilySearch General WWI Collections (1)
8. FamilySearch General WWI Collections (2)
9. FamilySearch General WWI Collections (3)
10. Most Popular FamilySearch WWI  Collections

10.a. Draft Registration cards
10.b. Army Officer Wounded Records
10.c. U.S. Headstone Applications for Military Vets, 1925-

1949

https://www.fold3.com/
http://www.ancestry.com/cs/worldwar1records
http://www.cyndislist.com/ww1/
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/World_War_I_United_States_Military_Records,_1917_to_1918


1. A Brief History of US Participation in World War I
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The Outbreak of War in Europe and the Debate over U.S. Involvement
ǒWar broke out in Europe in the summer of 1914,  after months of 
international tension. The spark  that ignited open hostilities was the 
assassination  of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the heir to the throne  of 
Austria-Hungary, and his wife Sophie in Sarajevo,  Bosnia. By the end of 
the year, the Central Powers, led  by Germany and Austria-Hungary, were 
battling the  Allies, led by Britain, France,  and Russia.  

ǒThe United States initially declared itself neutral,  leading to years of 
argument over whether to join  the conflict, and when. The sinking of 
the British ocean liner Lusitania on May  7, 1915, killed almost 1,200 
people, including more  than 120 U.S. citizens. Many Americans, 
appalled that  the German submarines, or U-boats, would sink a  
passenger ship, saw this as a brutal attack on freedom  of movement and 
U.S. neutrality. The Lusitania  was one of dozens of ships sunk carrying 
American  passengers and goods.  

ǒMobilization for War  The United States entered World War I on April 
6,  1917, when the U.S. Congress agreed to a declaration  of war. Faced 
with mobilizing a sufficient fighting force,  Congress passed the Selective 
Service Act on May 18,  1917. By the end of the war, the SSA had 
conscripted  over 2.8 million American men. The hundreds of  thousands 
of men who enlisted or were conscripted  early in the war still faced 
months of intensive training  before departing for Europe.

From the Library of Congress

ǒArmistice and Plans for Peace On November 11, 1918, an Armistice agreement effectively ended the fighting. The 
ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ tƻǿŜǊǎΩ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ƻŦ ±ŜǊǎŀƛƭƭŜǎ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƻƴ WǳƴŜ нуΣ 
1919.  The Treaty assigned responsibility for the war to the Central Powers and required that they pay reparations for 
war damages. {ƻǳǊŎŜΥ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LΥ https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/world-war-i/pdf/teacher_guide.pdf



2. WWI Army Unit Structures
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As you search for your WWI military ancestor, it is helpful to know the structure of his/her unit.

Service Numbers

Å 9ǾŜǊȅ ¦{ ²²L ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΣ ǎŀƛƭƻǊΣ ƻǊ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ άǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦƻǊŜǊǳƴƴŜǊ 
of the later military serial numbers. You might find them on discharge papers, muster rolls, 
άǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŎŀǊŘǎέΣ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΦ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊΣ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ 
note of it. It helps avoid mistaking two or more people with the same name.

Army Unit Structures

Å Army unit structures were very different in WWI than they were in the Civil War and earlier wars. 
Rarely mentioned in the Civil War records, the platoon became a basic building block of an army 
unit:

* Four infantry platoons made one company(commanded by a captain),

U.S. Army
Army
ҨҨ

Division
ҨҨ

Brigade
ҨҨ

Regiment
ҨҨ

Battalion (Infantry)
ҨҨ

Company
ҨҨ

Platoon

* Four companies made a battalion (commanded by a major),
* Three battalions, with a machine gun company and some supply and 

headquarters staff, made a regiment, (commanded by a colonel).
* WWI regiments had about 3,700 men,
*Two regiments and a machine gun battalion made a brigade.

A 28,000-man US division had two infantry brigades, and an artillery brigade.
Most army divisions were associated with states or regions; for example, the 32nd

Division was drawn from the National Guard of Wisconsin and Michigan; and the 
81st Division drew new recruits mainly from North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Florida, and Tennessee. However, soldiers could be transferred to other divisions. 
And, numerous soldiers were assigned to units that were not part of a division.
[A list of US divisions, with the numbers of their regiments, battalions, and support 
units can be found online at the Doughboy Center web page at                                               
http://www.worldwar1.com/dbc/unitnumbers.htm

http://www.worldwar1.com/dbc/unitnumbers.htm.


3. World War 1 Records
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This year marks the 100th anniversary of the entry of the United States into the 
First World War on April 6, 1917. Nearly five million Americans served in the US 
armed forces during the war. There is no single, complete database for US World 
War 1 military personnel, but family historians will find plenty of places to check 
for information. Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ tŀǊǘ мΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ 
accessible Internet sources of information about your WWI soldier: 
FamilySearch, Fold3, Ancestry, and InternetArchives

About 25 million American men 
born between 11 September 1872
and 12 September 1900 
registered for the military draft. 
FIRST: Determine if your ancestors 
could have served:

Many avenues of research can help document a veteranôs World War I military 

service. Each search is unique; the resources mentioned today are a small 

sampling of the types of records that exist.



4. Determine If He/She Served in WWI
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1. How old was your soldier?
1. Age range of typical soldier, 17- 40 years
2. Average birth year: 1872-1900

2. Check the 1930 Census                               
3.  Home resource checklist:

1. Family papers
2. War diaries
3. Letters and postcards
4. Military memorabilia
5. Newspaper articles and obituaries   
6. Oral traditions or interview older relatives
7. Military photographs

4.  Cemetery Clues

Veterans: 
Whether a 
soldier of U.S 
military or 
naval forces: 
Yes or No: 
What war or 
expedition?



5. Military Records Tips for Beginners (1) (from FamilySearch.org)
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Tip: When would my ancestor have been recorded in a federal military record? Your 
ancestor will probably appear in a federal military record if he:

Å Served in a state volunteer unit that was mustered into federal service during wartime.Most 
men who served in wars before 1900 enlisted in state volunteer units.

Å Enlisted in the regular U.S. military forces during wartime or peacetime.

Å Served in a local militia or national guard unit that was mustered for federal service during an 
emergency.

Å Enlisted or was drafted.

Tip: What kinds of information do I need to effectively use military records? It is helpful to 
know:

Å You must know when your ancestor served in the military.First determine the war or period in 
which your ancestor may have served.

Å Stateyour ancestor was living in.Your ancestor may have served in a local, state, or federal unit. 
You can best search military records if you know at least the state where your ancestor was living 
when he was of age to serve in the military.

Å Branch of service of war and rank.It is helpful to know the branch of service (Army, Navy, 
Marines, Air Force, Coast Guard) your ancestor may have served in and whether your ancestor 
was an officer or an enlisted man.

Å Regiment.Many service records are arranged by the military unit, such as the 
regiment. Regiments and companies were often composed of men from the same community or 
county. Knowing the regiment can sometimes help you determine where a man was from.



6. Military Records Tips for Beginners (2) (from FamilySearch.org)
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Tip: How can I find which regimentor unit my ancestor served with? In most cases, you can learn 
the unit from published military sources, such as:

Å Service indexes,  Pension records,  Published rosters,  County histories,  Tombstone inscriptions,  
You may also find clues in home sources, such as:  Photographs,  Discharge papers,  Records of 
membership in a veteran organization.

Tip: What can I do to search the records more effectively?

Å Search for the whole family.This includes parents, children, and siblings.

Å Search for the surname.Keep record of others with the same surname you are seeking.

Å Search time ranges. Use a span of time to search (such as plus or minus 10 years).

Å Search for locality ranges. Search all areas where your ancestor might have lived in or near.

Å Search for spelling variations.Many names were not spelled as they are today.For suggestions 
on spelling, seeName Variations.

Tip: Using the FamilySearch Catalog

Å 5ƻ ŀ tƭŀŎŜ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ κƻǊ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊ ǿŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ άƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ 
ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎέ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŀƳƛƭȅ{ŜŀǊŎƘ /ŀǘŀƭƻƎ ŀǘwww.FamilySearch.org

¢ƛǇΥ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ άŘƻǳƎƘōƻȅΚέ

ǒ.     Doughboywas an informal term for a member of the United States Army or Marine Corps, 

especially used to refer to members of the American Expeditionary Forces in World War I, but initially 

used in the Mexican-American War of 1846-48.

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Guessing_a_Name_Variation
http://www.familysearch.org/


7. FamilySearch General World War I Collections (1)
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Å The United States entered World War I in April 1917. Over 4.7 million men and 
women served in the regular U.S. forces, national guard units, and draft units. There 
were 53,402 killed in action, 63,114 deaths from disease and other causes, and about 
205,000 wounded. New York, Pennsylvania, Illinois, and Ohio furnished the most 
soldiers. Resources linked out of FamilySearch.org ςwhich is a free website.

Å American Expeditionary Forces

Å American Expeditionary Forces Order of Battle

Å Records of the American Expeditionary Forces (World War I) Record Group 120)

Å Records of the American Expeditionary Forces (World War I) NAID 449

Å Order of Battle U.S. Land Forces in the World War Divisions

Å United States Army in the World War, 1917-1919 3 volumes

Å Final Report of Gen. John J. Pershing, Commander-in-Chief American Expeditionary 
Forces.

---------------------------------------------------

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Expeditionary_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Expeditionary_Forces_on_the_Western_Front_(World_War_I)_order_of_battle
https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/120.html
https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=*:*&f.parentNaId=449&f.level=series&sort=naIdSort asc
https://dcms.lds.org/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?from=fhd&dps_pid=IE1957377
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/448683?availability=Family History Library
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/2001762


8. FamilySearch General World War I Collections (2)
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/World_War_I_United_States_Military_Records,_1917_to_1918
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FamilySearch World War I Collections

Å American Expeditionary Forces

Å American Expeditionary Forces Oder of Battle

Å Order of Battle U.S. Land Forces in the World War Divisions

Å WWI Records at the National Archives at St. Louis

Å American Battle Monuments Commission Overseas Burials

Å United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918

Å United States, YMCA World War I Service Cards, 1917-1919

Å United States, Index to Naturalizaztions of Wolrd War I Soldiers, 
1918

Å California, San Francisco, World War I Enemy Alien Registration 
Affidavits, 1918

Å Louisiana, World War I Service Records, 1917-1920

Å Maine, World War I Draft Registration Index, 1917-1919

Å North Carolina, World War I Service Cards, 1917-1919

Å Texas World War I Records,1917-1920

Related Digital Books

Å Soldiers of the Great War 3 volumes

Å Location of graves and disposition of bodies of American soldiers 
who died overseas

Å Officers and enlisted men of the United States Navy who lost their 
lives during the World War from April 6, 1917 to November 11, 
1918

Å Order of Battle of the United States Land Forces in the World War: 
American Expeditionary Forces. Divisions

Å United States Army in the World War

Å The U.S. Air Service in World War I

Websites

Å The National WWI Museum and Memorial Kansas City, MO.

Å Library of Congress Guide to World War I Materials

Å Order of the First World War

Å Military Resources World War I

Å NARA WWI Gold Star Mothers Pilgrimages Pt 1

Å NARA WWI Gold Star Mothers Pilgrimages Pt 2

Å NARA Military Service in the U. S. Army During World War I

Å American Battle Monuments Commission

Å Finding Your World War I Veteran at The National Archives at St. 
Louis

Å Western Front Association

Å World War One Historical Association

Å HistoryGuide.org. Contains photographs, cemeteries & obituaries, 
land records, wills, and newspapers; along with a Soldier's 
Memorial searchable database.

Å Chronology of the first World War

Å Heritage of the Great War

Å Navy Uniforms in WWI

Å BYU WWI Document Archive. This archive is international in focus

Å Online World War One Indexes and Records

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/World_War_I_United_States_Military_Records,_1917_to_1918
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Expeditionary_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Expeditionary_Forces_on_the_Western_Front_(World_War_I)_order_of_battle
https://dcms.lds.org/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?from=fhd&dps_pid=IE1957377
https://www.archives.gov/research/military/ww1/st-louis-ww1-series
https://www.abmc.gov/
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1968530?collectionNameFilter=false
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/2513098?collectionNameFilter=false
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1858291?collectionNameFilter=false
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1878523?collectionNameFilter=false
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/2489920?collectionNameFilter=false
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1807269?collectionNameFilter=false
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/2568864?collectionNameFilter=false
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/2202707?collectionNameFilter=false
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/285556?availability=Family History Library
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/1991923
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/287902?availability=Family History Library
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/2170860
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/448683?availability=Family History Library
https://dcms.lds.org/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?from=fhd&dps_pid=IE8939493
https://www.theworldwar.org/
https://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/wwi/wwi.html
http://www.orderfirstworldwar.com/the-salient/2011/02/veterans-of-world-war-i-of-the-usa-inc.htm
https://www.archives.gov/research/alic/reference/military/ww1
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1999/summer/gold-star-mothers-1.html
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1999/fall/gold-star-mothers.html
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1998/fall/military-service-in-world-war-one.html
https://www.abmc.gov/
https://www.archives.gov/files/st-louis/pdf/finding-your-ww1-veteran.pdf
http://www.westernfrontassociation.com/
http://ww1ha.org/about-us/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIsJ_7u8K01QIVFJV-Ch0oBwquEAAYAyAAEgIZ3PD_BwE
http://southpeacearchives.org/
http://www.pbs.org/greatwar/timeline/
http://www.greatwar.nl/
http://www.quarterdeck.org/uniforms/uniforms.htm
http://www.lib.byu.edu/~rdh/wwi
http://www.militaryindexes.com/worldwarone/


9. FamilySearch General World War I Collections (3)
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Infantry Division Unit Histories

Å 3rd Division

Å 4th Division

Å 5th Infantry Division

Å 5th Division

Å 26th Division

Å 28th Division

Å 29th Division

Å 32nd Division

Å 35th Division

Å 37th Division

Å 77th Division

Å 78th Division

Å 82nd Division

Å 88th Division

Å 90th Division

Å 91st Division

Regimental Histories

Å 16th Infantry

Å 71st Infantry

Å 137th Infantry

Å 139th Infantry

Å 305th Infantry

Å 313th Infantry

Å 325th Infantry

Å 346th Infantry

Å 353rd Infantry

Å 355th Infantry

Å 361st Infantry

Å 364th Infantry

World War I Service Questionnaires

Å Tennessee State Library Online Index

Å Utah State Archives

Å Virginia State Library

Gold Star Mothers

Å Tennessee State Library Online Index

Å NARA Article WW I Gold Star Mothers 

Pilgrimages Pt 1

Å NARA Article WW I Gold Star Mothers 

Pilgrimages Pt II

United States World War One Centennial

Å United States World War One Centennial 

Commission

Å State Centennial Websites Map

Å Family Ties Documenting the stories of service 

and family relationships of those who served in 

World War I

Å Stories of Service

Å Documenting the Doughboys

Å Doughboy MIA Database 1917-1920

Å National Archives World War I Centennial

Å Library of Congress Echoes of the Great War 

American Experiences of World War I

Å Library of Congress Guide to World War I 

Materials

Å Smithsonian World War I Centennial

Å Smithsonian My Fellow Soldiers: Letters From 

World War I: National Postal Museum

National Archives World War I Dead, AEF

Å Arizona

Å Colorado

Å Delaware

Å District of Columbia

Å Florida

Å Idaho

Å Maine

Å Nevada

Å New Hampshire

Å New Mexico

Å North Dakota

Å Oregon

Å Rhode Island

Å South Dakota

Å Utah

Å Vermont

Å Wyoming

Å US Possessions

https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/2568855?availability=Family History Library
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/1018342?availability=Family History Library
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/999411?availability=Family History Library
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/1018344?availability=Family History Library
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/1007467?availability=Family History Library
https://dcms.lds.org/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE1220502&from=fhd
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/509688?availability=Family History Library
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/1991922?availability=Family History Library
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/2001010?availability=Sacramento California FamilySearch Library
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/2145572
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/700738?availability=Family History Library
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/995017?availability=Family History Library
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/2000983
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/198263?availability=Family History Library
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/1007141?availability=Family History Library
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/504339?availability=Family History Library
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/985501?availability=Family History Library
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/985509?availability=Family History Library
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/2000922
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/1531792
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/2000999
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/508800?availability=Family History Library
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/562641?availability=Family History Library
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/1621989?availability=Pocatello Idaho FamilySearch Library
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/1989417
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/2064344?availability=Las Vegas Nevada FamilySearch Library
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/1989440
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/575942?availability=Family History Library
http://sos.tn.gov/products/tsla/tennessee-world-war-i-veterans-questionnaires
https://archives.utah.gov/research/inventories/85298.html
http://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/guides/opac/wwiqabout.htm
http://sos.tn.gov/products/tsla/tennessee-world-war-i-gold-star-records
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1999/summer/gold-star-mothers-1.html
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1999/fall/gold-star-mothers.html
http://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php
http://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/participate/state-organizations/state-websites/others-pending.html
http://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/commemorate/family-ties/family-ties-orientation-page.html
http://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/commemorate/family-ties/stories-of-service.html
http://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/commemorate/family-ties/documenting-doughboys.html
http://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/doughboy-mia-home.html
https://www.archives.gov/topics/wwi-centennial?utm_expid=37357212-1.nJpoV-BOTtKnLrV29hZReQ.1&utm_referrer=https://search.archives.gov/search?query%3Dworld%2Bwar%2BI%2B%26submit%3D%26utf8%3D%26affiliate%3Dnational-archives#event-/timeline/item/archduke-assassination
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/world-war-i-american-experiences/about-this-exhibition
https://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/wwi/wwi.html
https://www.si.edu/spotlight/wwi100
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/MyFellowSoldiers/index.html
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/34389293
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/34389403
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/34389481
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/34389490
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/34389502
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/34389584
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/34390017
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/34390557
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/34390566
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/34390669
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/34391055
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/34391286
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/34391569
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/34391627
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/34391815
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/34391830
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/34392072
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/34392086


10. FamilySearch: Most Popular WWI Records
a. Draft Registration Cards

12© 2017 Karen Ristic
10/12/2017 

FamilySearch WWI US Military Records
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/World_War_I_United_States_Military_Records,_1917_to_1918\

Draft Registration Cards

Å Many state-specific files; most important are the Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918:

Å For the US, draft registration cards are the most comprehensive military-related resource for 
WWI. About 25 million American men born between September 11, 1872 and September 12, 
1900 registered for the military draft during four WWI registration drives.

Å While a draft card shows that someone registered for the draft, it does not mean that he was 
called up for service. Millions of men were exempted because their jobs were important to the 
war effort, or because they had to support their families. Also, men under 21 were not obliged to 
fill out draft cards until September 12, 1918, but they could enlist.

Å Data on the cards varies, depending on which forms were used, but usually you can gain some 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ όƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŘǎ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎ 
between the 1910 and 1920 censuses; his job, and his place of employment and its address.

Å Next-of-kin are named on some cards. Keep in mind that some men used their nicknames 
instead of their legal names (i.e. Johnny for John). 

Å There are several places to get a look at the draft cards, besides FamilySearch, including 
Ancestry.com, and Fold3.com

https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/World_War_I_United_States_Military_Records,_1917_to_1918/
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a. Draft Registration Cards
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United StatesWorld War I Draft
RegistrationCards,1917-1918

Name index and imagesof draft
registration cards for World War
I. Three registrations occurred
between 1917and 1918. The1st
washeld5 Jun1917for menages
21-31. The 2nd was held 5 Jun
1918 for men who turned 21
sincethe 1st registration. The3rd
started12 Sep1918for menages
18-45. The collection includes
cards for 24 million men. The
cards are arranged by state, by
city or county, by local draft
board, then alphabetical by
surname. The draft registration
cardsare on Fold3, FamilySearch,
andAncestry.com
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b. Army Officer Wounded Records
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10. FamilySearch Most Popular WWI Records
c. U.S. Headstone Applications for U.S. Military Veterans, 1925-1949


